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Summer Term Examinations
We have a busy term ahead, with Year 11 
and Upper Sixth students beginning the 
GCSE and A Level public examinations, 
and with important End of Year Internal 
Examinations for pupils in the other 
Year Groups.  I would like to begin this 
edition by wishing all our students the 
very best of luck as they approach their 
examinations, and to remind them that 
support from their teachers and relevant 
pastoral office is close to hand should this 
be required.  Please do not hesitate to ask 
for any guidance you think may assist.

For those students in the Upper Sixth, 
they can experience many emotions 
in these final months of their time 
at WHSB, feeling both excited and 
perhaps apprehensive as they anticipate 
a significant change once their A Level 

examinations are complete.  A great deal 
of work and preparation has been carried 
out by you, supported by your teachers 
and parents, and please do continue to 
draw on your School community for any 
assistance or guidance you may need.  
I have no doubt your hard work and 
preparation will pay dividends as you 
move forward to the next chapter of your 
life, and I wish you well with that exciting 
next step.

Calendar of Extra Curricular 
Activities and Events 

Our busy extra-curricular programme 
too continues this term, and I hope you 
enjoy this edition of The Westcliff Diary, 
which outlines many of the activities 
planned for the coming months. As has 
become our practice in recent years, due 
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to popular demand, we have also taken 
the opportunity to diarise events and 
activities from the previous term through 
some fantastic photographs.  It is said that 
“a picture is worth a thousand words”, and 
I am sure you will agree, with thanks to 
pupils, staff, and the support of Mr Hadley 
our School photographer, we have been 
able to capture many special moments 
from the Spring Term.  

The photographs we include in The 
Westcliff Diary only ‘scratch the surface’ 
when it comes to celebrating the 
enthusiastic engagement of our pupils 
in the extra-curricular programme we 
offer at WHSB, and their remarkable 
achievements.  Whether participating 
in House activities, sport, drama, music, 
the Combined Cadet Force, Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Awards, competitions across 
the curriculum, clubs, societies, or trips 
and visits, and more, I am immensely 
proud of our pupils’ determination, 
courage, enthusiastic and positive 
engagement, and the learning and 
successes they enjoy.  It is a privilege 
to work with such talented young 
people and I commend them on their 
achievements.  I would also like to record 
my thanks to the staff at WHSB who 
work tirelessly to ensure the very best 
of opportunities are made available, 

A place in the Essex County Schools & Colleges U19 Division 2 
League Cup Final for the First XI Football Team
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Paintballing, Royal Navy and RAF Joint Field Day

Winning the Southend Borough U15 Basketball Final
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valuable encouragement and inspiration for pupils attending 
WHSB.  We believe this is worthy of celebration, and we have 
planned a special Centenary event for Saturday 12 September 
2026.  

Our celebration will include opportunities for our guests to join 
tours of the School, view displays of archive material, enjoy 
musical entertainment, and a special, professionally catered 
afternoon tea, all while catching up with friends old and new.  
This event will take place in our newly decorated School Hall 
and I look forward to sharing further details with our pupils and 
wider School community in the coming weeks.

Join us for this Term’s Evening Programme
You will note from the calendar of events on the back cover 
of this edition that we have some exciting evening events 
planned, such as our concerts and drama productions.  Our 
actors and musicians, and those staff who support them, work 
hard to rehearse and perfect their performances for the benefit 
of their audiences.  I encourage all pupils and parents to show 
their strong support for their School and its pupils by attending 
at least one of these fantastic events this term.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

Headmaster

Celebrating Success in In2MedSchool Acceleration Programme’s Hackathon 
Competition, Guy’s Campus, King’s College London
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THE HOUSE SYSTEM 
Interest and engagement in the House System has continued 
to grow and thousands of House Points have been awarded 
this academic year. House events run regularly, and pupils are 
encouraged to participate in at least one activity a fortnight. 

There is healthy and friendly competition amongst the 
four Houses which are called Harrier (yellow), Kestrel (red), 
Merlin (green), and Osprey (blue).  Participation and personal 
development are the most important elements of our 
extracurricular programme and are prioritised over winning. 
We want learners to try new things and have fun. Below is a 
table showing our current House Team, the members of which 
have done an excellent job throughout 2025-2026. New House 
Captains and Vice-Captains for the 2026-2027 academic year 
will be selected this Term.

Since the last edition of the Westcliff Diary, the events below 
have taken place with great success.

House Higher and Lower, House Indoor Cricket, House MFL 
Spelling Bee Finals, House MFL Translation Bee, House 
University Challenge Preliminaries, House Gu-Hi-Oh, House 
Pokémon later rounds, House Football Cards, House General 

House Treasure Maps Activity

Knowledge Research, House Robert Burns Research, House 
Chinese New Year Art, House Chinese New Year Research, House 
Valentine’s Day Art, House St’s David’s Day research, House St 
Patrick’s Day research, and House Badminton.

Upcoming events this Term include:

House Sports Day, House Drama, House UN Chinese Language 
Day, House Earth Day, House St George’s Day, House UN 
Word Peace Day (UN Multilateralism and Diplomacy for Peace), 
World Penguin Day, House Board Games, House Crosswords, 
House Kings and Queens Quiz, House UN Reconciliation and 
Remembrance Day, House UN International Plant Day, House 
UN International Day of Light, House UN World Bee Day, House 
UN World Day for Cultural Diversity and Development, House 
World Environment Day, House D-Day Research, House World 
Oceans Day, House Sustainable Gastronomy Day, House Mario 
Kart, and House UN Public Services Day.

Most events are run by older students overseen by a member 
of staff. Students are encouraged to speak to a member of the 
House Team if they would like to help or have an idea about a 
new activity.

Mr R Barber, Senior Head of House and Head of PSHEE


